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Pipeline Safety Trust History
“… there’s going to be a Trust that’s going to be 
funded as part of today’s sentencing. With 
$4,000,000 … they’ve nowhere near the 
lobbying potential of the oil industry. It’s not 
even David and Goliath. It’s more like Bambi and 
Godzilla. No industry polices itself very well… 
you need outside people, and these are going to 
be the people so pay attention to them.”

The Honorable Barbara Rothstein
United States District Judge

at Olympic Pipe Line Co Sentencing



Pipeline Safety Trust History – 25 Years



Pipeline Safety Trust Mission

The Pipeline Safety Trust promotes pipeline 
safety through education and advocacy, 
increased access to information, and 
partnerships with residents, safety 
advocates, government, and industry, 
resulting in safer communities and a 
healthier environment.



Shared Goals
Public

Industry

Local Gov’t

Tribes

PHMSA

States

• Safer pipelines!
• Zero incidents!



Pipeline Safety Trust and NAPSR
• State Website Transparency 

Ranking
• “State of Pipeline Safety” 

Blog Series
• PST Pipeline Safety 

Conference
• Right of Way Round-up
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Pipeline Safety Trust State Website Review



Pipeline Safety Trust State Data



Iowa Website Transparency Review 



Iowa Website Transparency Review 



PST Priorities
Methane Mitigation 
• PHMSA final ALD rule paused with 

administration shift 
• Much of the proposed rule will fall on states for 

inspections and enforcement
• Finding and repairing leaks is important to 

protect both people and the environment

CO2 Minimum Standards 
• Since 2020, PHMSA has been working on minimum 

safety standards for CO2 transportation by pipeline
• Advocating for state jurisdictional action were 

allowed
• Addressing policy gaps is important to protecting 

public safety  



PST Priorities
Hydrogen Pipelines + Blending Activities

• Ensuring transparency through updated reporting 
requirements

• H2 more likely to ignite
• H2 explosions larger and hotter than methane
• Smaller molecule more prone to leakage
• Embrittlement and cracking concerns​
• Blending into distribution systems should not be 

permitted
• Find our H2 Pipeline report at pstrust.org



PST Priorities – Thermal Valves

• Helpful in fire first incidents
• Automatic gas shutoff
• Spring-loaded plug held by low melting 

point alloy
• Commercially available
• Inexpensive to purchase and install
• Used in Germany since 1990s



PST Priorities
Other Priorities

• Public engagement
• Rupture mitigation valves
• Leak detection performance standards
• Gathering lines regulation
• Class location rule
• Increased regulatory funding
• Regulatory transparency



Thank you!

Hailey Duncan 
Policy Advisor

Pipeline Safety Trust

Hailey@pstrust.org
360-543-5686 Ext. 108

www.pstrust.org

mailto:kenneth@pstrust.org
http://www.pstrust.org/
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